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Interview with Jeremiah O'Leary of the 
Washington Times. August 13, 1982 





Mr. O'Leary. 1 only have 20 minutes or 
thereabouts, so I’ve tried to write some con- 
cise questions. So, let me put it to you this 
way. The conservative revolt that Jack 
Kemp is leading appears to be a challenge 
to your leadership of the party. And I 
wonder if you think this is a decisive battle 
with the far right—between the main body 
of the party? 

The President. 1 don’t know whether it’s 
a decisive battle. But, very frankly, I am 
surprised, because I think the issue is so 
clear cut that when the facts are explained, 
how they can continue resistance to this 
when we have protected entirely the tax 
cuts passed last year and when, in fact, this 
is less a tax increase than it is a tax reform. 
Only about 17 percent of this represents 
new taxes on the people, and 31 percent 
represents collecting money that we’re duty 
bound to collect, because it’s owed and 
presently not being paid. 

Mr. O'Leary. Nevertheless, there is a dis- 
tinct rift in the party-—— 

The President. Yes. 

Mr. O’Leary. ——together, and I’m won- 
dering how you plan to restore this GOP 
unity and your own leadership amongst the 
so-called dissidents. 

The President. They’re so far on the 
wrong side right now that I think maybe it’s 
up to them to restore it with me—— 

Mr. O'Leary. Is Jack Kemp now out of 
your coalition—— 

The President. Oh, no. 

Mr. O'Leary. Your backers? 

The President. 1 don’t bear grudges or 
anything, no. He’s been here to the leader- 
ship meetings, and he’s heard my side. I 
realize how strongly he—well, is almost, 
you might say, a purist to the extent that he 
just can’t see the difference between 
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reform and increase. And if it were a case 
of this present tax reform—which, inciden- 
tally, was not of our choosing. This was 
made necessary in order to get the spend- 
ing cuts we're still trying to get. If it had 
resulted in altering the incentive tax cuts 
that we put in place, I could understand. I 
am just hard put to understand how he can 
continue to believe that this in some way 
represents a turn in my direction or philos- 
ophy, because it doesn’t. 

Mr. O’Leary. Does what he’s doing—do 
you hold the theory of the allegation of 
what he’s doing is his effort to buttress his 
own ambitions for the Presidency in 1984? 

The President. No, I'm not going to make 
any suppositions of that at all. 

Mr. O'Leary. You don’t believe that? 

The President. ll just accept it as a legiti- 
mate disagreement. 

Mr. O'Leary. Where are the Boll Weevils 
on this particular issue? They helped you 
very much last year. 

The President. Now, this is awfully—I 
have been meeting with individuals and 
with groups from the Congress steadily for 
the last several days, and I have to tell you 
that this seems to me a more mixed situa- 
tion, that there is division within these var- 
ious groups, and I couldn’t pin down exact- 
ly, rather than that one group that you just 
mentioned, Jack and that coterie that is a 
united group. I think there’s a division in all 
the ranks—Gypsy Moths, Boll Weevils, Re- 
publicans, Democrats—on support of this. 
And what I’ve been doing in the meetings 
is simply trying to correct the mispercep- 
tion they have of it, and, in many cases, 
that’s been successful, that they have come 
in with a misunderstanding of what we’re 
trying to do. 

Mr. O'Leary. Well, I've never seen you 
work so hard as you have in the past 2 
weeks. Do you think you have attained the 
100 votes or near it that the Democrats 
say—have to get before they'll support it? 
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The President. 1 don’t know. All I can say 
is that everything indicates we’re making 
progress. 

Mr. O’Leary. You don’t want to predict 
victory yet? 

The President. No. 

Mr. O'Leary. Down to the wire? 

The President. Yes, you know, I’m cau- 
tiously optimistic all the time. 

Mr. O’Leary. Are you going to keep this 
pace up all the way through Tuesday? 

The President. It’s going to depend on 
whether it’s necessary or not. 

Mr. O'Leary. You haven’t decided wheth- 
er to go to the Nation on television yet? 

The President. Well, we were talking 
about this early in the week, because, again, 
much of the press coverage, I think, has 
contributed to a misconception about this. 
And I, in these couple of trips that I’ve 
made out in the last few weeks into the 
country, I discovered that this constant 
drumbeat of biggest tax increase in history 
when it’s nothing of the kind has—well, the 
people are uninformed. And when I have 
had an opportunity, as I did in Billings, 
Montana, the other day, to explain what it 
is we’re doing, I found then the people 
were in support. 

Mr. O'Leary. Well, why do you think the 
conservative Republicans are resisting this 
bill so much? Is it because it taxes people 
who haven’t been paying and should have 
been, or because it reduces tax benefits on 
things like construction or things like ciga- 
rettes, dividend interest, or is this just an 
election-year reaction? 

The President. 1 think it is, pretty much, 
an election-year reaction, and the idea that 
they may be portrayed as, now, supporting 
tax increases when we have been the party 
going the other way. Of course, I must say 
that some of those conservative voices—I 
have to be frank and say they cannot be 
described as people who were followers and 
have abandoned me. Some of them never 
were for me. 

Mr. O'Leary. Like 
Digest? [Laughter] 


The President. Yes. [Laughter] 


the 
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Mr. O’Leary. | have read your letter, the 
last part of the letter.’ 

Do you feel that you have met your man- 
date to reduce spending and taxes, in view 
of the figures that the Wall Street Journal 
had? I do not want to get this too compli- 
cated. They said spending this year is 24.] 
percent of the GNP, compared to 21.9 in 
the "75 recession, and 22.5 in the last Carter 
year, the GNP, now, being 24.1—higher 
than either of the previous recessions. 

The President. Well, of course, you have 
got to recognize that in the depth of this 
recession, there had been a bigger dip in 
the—percentagewise, also—in the gross na- 
tional product. What I am counting on—we 
are going to get that percentage down. We 
think that the percentage has been too high 
for a number of years of gross national 
product. But we are talking about a normal 
gross national product also. 

We have had a long period in which the 
GNP has been going down, and only just 
recently, in this last quarter, did it show any 
increase at all. The percentage that we are 
aiming at is to reduce the percentage of 
increase in government spending each year. 
And, when we took office, it was running a 
17 percent a year, increasing. 

Now, remember, on the other hand, we 
have an obligation that I accepted during 
the campaign of one area where there 
would be increased spending. And that was 
to rectify the damage that has been done to 
our national security and national defense. 
And, many times in the campaign, I was 
asked by people in question-and-answer ses- 
sions, and sometimes by the press, if I found 
that I came down to choice of balancing the 
budget or doing what needed to be done 
for national defense, which side would I 
come down on? And I said every time, “On 
the side of national defense.” And, inciden- 
tally, to audiences, when that was asked, 
that answer always received applause, 
which indicated to me that the American 
people have been well aware that our de- 
fenses had been allowed to deteriorate. 


'Mr. O'Leary was referring to the letter 
the President wrote in response to a letter 
from John D. Lofton, Jr., editor of the Conserv- 
ative Digest. 
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Mr. O'Leary. Were you aware that Ed 
Meese said yesterday in a speech here that 
the conservatives’ way has not worked, and 
that now, quote, “We have to try something 
else.”” Does that mean that the administra 
tion or yourself was reconsidering supply- 
side economics? 

The President. No. And I think maybe he 
was talking about those same dissidents that 
you've been talking about there, and I'd 
like to see the whole framework or the 
manner in which it was asked or something 
The—no, I still believe in the combination 
first of all, continued reduction in spending; 
at the same time, that—for the economy’s 
sake and to get it rolling again—that we 
must also, as we can, reduce the percentag: 
that government is taking in taxes from the 
people 

Now, to that extent this is probably what 
Jack Kemp is relying on, that wherever it 
may come from, that this $99 billion now is 
coming from the private sector and going 
to government 

Mr. O'Leary. You're certainly perceived 
as further to the center than Kemp is right 
now, or he’s further to the right than you 
are, but 

The President. But, again, as I say, the 
answer to that I can give him is: You 
couldn’t add the other, which is all-impor 
tant. It was made plain to us this year. We 
did not come in with the proposal to rais¢ 
revenues. We came in with the proposal for 
more cutting of spending. And found out 
this time—and crossing the aisle, Democrat 
and Republican—we could not put together 
a coalition for the continued spending cuts 
unless we would agree to some added rev- 
enues. 

Now, when, over a 3-year period, those 
revenues turned out to be—revenue in- 
creases—$99 billion, $31 billion of which is 
money owed the Government not being 
collected—and in that same 3-year period 
our tax cuts are going to bring in $406 ? 
billion to the people—then I figured that 
the price was not too high in return for 
getting $280 billion in reduced outlays, $3 
for every $1 of revenue. 

Mr. O'Leary. What is your opinion of the 
reported threat—I don’t know if it’s a real 


? The President later corrected this figure to 
$402 billion. [Printed in the transcript] 


threat or a reported threat—that Republi- 
can National Committee campaign funds 
might be withheld from House candidates 
in November if they don’t vote for this bill? 

The President. Well, I don’t see that. I 
don’t know that that’s anything more than 
rumor. My own feeling is we—I’m going to 
do my best to campaign for Republicans 
and get Republicans in office here 

Mr. O’Leary. No matter how they vote 
on the tax bill? 

The President. That’s right. You—and you 
go for the entire record. 

Mr. O’Leary. But there are large tax in- 
reases in the bill, although it’s not entirely 
1 tax bill—although not on personal income. 
And I know you’d rather have what this— 
cut pass. What was Larry’s* word—was we 
“choked” on it, I think 

The President. That was his word 
lowed 

Mr. O'Leary. Swallow hard. That’s—— 

The President. Yes. 

Mr. O'Leary. But what is the rationale 
for cutting $17.5 billion from the Federal 
health and welfare programs? 

The President. Because, here again, 
people automatically transfer that into a re- 
duction of care for those who really need it. 
What we see these as. these cuts. are based 
on our estimates of how we can continue to 
give the necessary care but eliminate the 
fat that has grown in the program. 

When we reformed welfare in California, 
we found out that in the Medicaid program, 
for example, the Medicaid patients were 
averaging several times as long in a hospital 
for an operation as private patients were for 
the same operation. Now, we don’t think 
that means that they were that much worse 
off. I think some of it was that it was easier 
for a doctor to just leave them there and 
see them on his morning rounds than to 
have an office call or a house call or some- 
thing. It wasn’t—they had no reason to get 
out. The average patient, you or I in a hos- 
pital, we know the price of the room, and 
the first thing we start asking is, “How soon 
can I go home?” Well, where they have no 
concern, they were willing to convalesce. 


I swal- 


8Larry Speakes, Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. 
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It’s that type of thing that we think will 
result from the tightening in the amount of 
money. 

Mr. O'Leary. Are you convinced that this 
reduction of 17.5 will not do harm or 
damage to any of the people who have 
need of these services? 

The President. No, I don’t think it will. 


Supplemental Appropriations Legislation 


Mr. O'Leary. Will you veto—I know you 
don’t like to forecast vetoes, but strong sig- 
nals, let’s say—the urgent supplemental bill 
that’s coming down, even though it contains 
the CBI [Caribbean Basin Initiative] as sort 
of a hostage? 

The President. Let me say, you—— 

Mr. O'Leary. This doesn’t come out until 
Monday. 

The President. ——you almost answered 
the question yourself. In principle, I have 
told the Congress I am going to veto 
budget-busting bills, if I have to do that in 
order to make them match this tax increase 
with the cuts in spending that are supposed 
to be attached to it. But I do refrain from 
announcing a veto of any specific bill until 
it arrives on my desk and I see it. 

Mr. O’Leary. We all know what it’s like 
now. Do you think you can get the CBI out 
of another CBI separate bill out of the 
Senate later? 

The President. 1 don’t know. I'll tell you 
this: I wish that the President of the United 
States had the power that most Governors 
have in their own States, which is the right 
of line-item veto. It would sure make the 
job simpler. 

Mr. O'Leary. I'll see if I can’t arrange 
that. 


Situation in Lebanon 


I was going to talk only about taxes, but I 
hope you let me—allow me as I terminate 
here one question about the Middle East. 
Sometime ago you said out on the lawn that 
you were out of patience a long time ago, 
presumably with Israel’s constant assaults 
on Beirut. And yesterday you spoke in 
terms that can only be called stern or harsh 
to Mr. Begin. But what can you de te curb 
Israeli military action if the current effort 
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by Habib ‘ fails—that’s a hypothetical ques- 
tion—but if they begin bombarding again 
today: recall Habib, cut off military assist- 
ance? 

The President. Well, there are—there are 
any number of options. I haven’t set any 
down as priorities as to which way we’d go, 
but I’m hopeful that I don’t have to because 
my conversation was very satisfactory. And 
the cease-fire is in effect, yesterday, one of 
the reasons why I felt this was time to 
really—we’ve been in communication, and 
the only reason why they haven’t seen any 
action about it before is because the negoti- 
ations have been so sensitive, that any 
public statement might do something harm- 
ful to them. But now the negotiations had 
reached the point of the actual logistics; all 
parties were agreed, in principle, logistics of 
the move out. And suddenly that bombard- 
ment made it impossible for them to con- 
tinue those negotiations. So, I must say in 
my first call to Begin, he told me that he 
had already ordered a cessation of aerial 
bombing and—— 

Mr. O'Leary. Did he tell you he was 
going to curb [Israeli Defense Minister] 
Sharon’s powers, too? 

The President. No, that never came up. 

Mr. O'Leary. That might help. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Who will be the first troops to show up— 
the Americans, the French, or the Italians? 

The President. The what? 

Mr. O’Leary. The Americans, the French, 
or the Italians? 

The President. It was my understanding 
that the—there were some liaison officers— 
that both French and America went in. And 
there’s been no final decision yet, because 
there’s been no formal invitation. 

Mr. O'Leary. The Israelis oppose that, 
don’t they? 

The President. Well, then that’s still part 
of what Habib’s talking about. 

Mr. O'Leary. Because it doesn’t matter to 
you whether the Americans are first, 
second, or third? 

The President. No. 


*Ambassador Philip C. Habib, the Presi- 
dent’s emissary in consultations in the 
Middle East. 
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Mr. O'Leary. | hope I haven’t overstayed 
my time. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

The President. All right. It was good to 
see you again. 


Note: The interview began at 1:36 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
transcript of the interview was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 
15 


As printed above, the item follows the 
press release. 


Federal Tax and Budget Reconciliation 
Legislation 





Address to the Nation. August 16, 1982 





My fellow Americans: 

There’s an old saying we've all heard a 
thousand times about the weather and how 
everyone talks about it but no one does 
anything about it. Well, many of you must 
be feeling that way about the present state 
of our economy. Certainly there’s a lot of 
talk about it, but I want you to know we’re 
doing something about it. And the reason I 
wanted to talk to you is because you can 
help us do something about it. 

Believe me, if some of you are confused, I 
can understand why. For some time, ever 
since we started planning the 1983 budget 
for the fiscal year beginning this coming 
October Ist, there’s been a steady drum- 
beat of “reports” on what we’re supposed 
to be doing. 

I know you’ve read and heard on the 
news a variety of statements attributed to 
various “authoritative government sources 
who prefer not to have their names used.” 
Well, you know my name, and I think I’m 
an authoritative source on this since I’m 
right in the middle of what’s going on here. 
So, I'd like to set the record straight on a 
few of the things that you might have heard 
lately. 

I’m sure you’ve heard that “we’re propos- 
ing the largest single tax increase in histo- 
ry.” The truth is, we’re proposing nothing 
of the kind. And then there’s the one that 
“our economic recovery program has failed, 


so I’ve abandoned it and turned to increas- 
ing taxes instead of trying to reduce Feder- 
al spending.” Well, don’t you believe that 
one either. 

Yes, there is a tax bill before the Congress 
tied to a program of further cuts in spend- 
ing. It is not, however, the “greatest single 
tax increase in history.” Possibly it could be 
called the greatest tax reform in history, but 
it absolutely does not represent any reversal 
of policy or philosophy on the part of this 
administration or this President. 

Now, you may have heard that some spe- 
cial interests oppose this bill. And that’s 
right; some do. As a matter of fact, some in 
the Congress of my own party object to this 
bill—and strongly. I’m told by many that 
this bill is not politically popular, and it may 
not be. Why then do I support it? I support 
it because it’s right for America. I support it 
because it’s fair. I support it because it will, 
when combined with our cuts in govern- 
ment spending, reduce interest rates and 
put more Americans back to work again. 

Now, you'll recall that when our adminis- 
tration came into office a year ago last Janu- 
ary, we announced a plan for economic re- 
covery. Recovery from what? From a 1980 
recession that saw inflation in double-digit 
figures for the second year in a row. It was 
12.4 percent when we arrived. Interest 
rates had gone into outer space. They were 
at the highest they’d been in a hundred 
years with a prime rate that hit 21% per- 
cent. There were almost 8 million Ameri- 
cans out of work. And in several hard-hit 
industrial States, there already were pockets 
of unemployment reaching figures of 15, 
18, and even 20 percent. I went to those 
areas; I know. 

The cost of government was increasing at 
a rate of 17 percent a year. There was little 
we could do about the budget already in 
place. But we could do something about the 
one that had been proposed for the fiscal 
year beginning in October of our first year. 

I'd campaigned on the belief that govern- 
ment costs should be reduced and that the 
percentage of the people’s earnings taken 
by government in taxes should also be re- 
duced. I also said that one area of govern- 
ment spending could not be reduced, but 
must instead be increased. That was the 
spending necessary to restore our nation’s 
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defenses, which had been allowed to dete- 
riorate to a dangerous degree in the pre- 
ceding 4 years. 

Interest rates continued high as the 
months went by, and unemployment in- 
creased, particularly in the automobile in- 
dustry and housing construction. Few could 
or would afford the high interest rates for 
home mortgages or installment buying of 
an automobile. 

Meantime, we were putting our econom- 
ic recovery program in place. It wasn’t 
easy. We didn’t get all the cuts we wanted. 
And we got some tax measures we didn’t 
want. But we were charting a complete 
turnaround in government policy, and we 
did get the major part of what we pro- 
posed. The Congress mandated spending 
cuts of $130 billion over 3 years and adopt- 
ed the biggest tax cut in history. 

Now, this, too, was to be implemented 
over a 3-year period. It began with a 


5-percent cut in the personal income tax 
beginning October Ist, 1981, then a 10- 
percent cut this last July, and another 
scheduled for July Ist, 1983. These will 
be followed by indexing of the tax brackets 
so workers getting cost-of-living pay raises 
won’t be moved up into higher brackets. 


We have to realize inflation itself is a tax. 
Government profits by inflation, but index- 
ing will put a stop to that. 

There were tax cuts for business and in- 
dustry to help provide capital for modern- 
ization of plant and equipment, changes in 
the estate tax, capital gains tax, and the 
marriage-penalty tax. Some who supported 
us on the spending cuts were fearful about 
cutting taxes in view of the continuing 
budget deficits. We felt that tax cuts had to 
be a part of our plan in order to provide 
incentive for individuals and for business to 
increase productivity and thus create jobs 
for the unemployed. 

Now, it’s only been 10 months since the 
first phase of our program went into effect. 
As I said earlier, there are those who say it’s 
been tried and it failed. Well, as Al Smith 
used to say, “Let’s look at the record.” 

Start with interest rates, the basic cause 
of the present recession: The prime rate 
was, as I said, 21% percent. Well, last week 
it was 14% percent. And as of today, three 
major banks have lowered it to 14 percent. 
Last week 90-day Treasury bills were 
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paying less than 9 percent interest. One 
year ago they were paying 15%. That 
double-digit inflation, 12.4 percent, has 
been cut in half for the last 6 months. Real 
earnings are at last increasing for the first 
time in quite a long time. Personal savings, 
which trended downward throughout the 
last decade, are increasing. This means 
more money in the pool of investment capi- 
tal. This will help further reduce interest 
rates. 

All of this in only 10 months hardly looks 
like a program that failed to me. Oh, yes, I 
failed to mention that in the quarter just 
ended there was an increase in economic 
growth—the first such increase in a long 
time. 

Our biggest problem—the last one to be 
solved in every recession—is unemploy- 
ment. I understand how tough it is for those 
who are waiting for the jobs that come with 
recovery. We can have no rest until our 
neighbors, our fellow citizens who want to 
work, are able once again to find jobs. 
Again, let me say, the main obstacle to their 
doing so is continued high interest rates. 

Those rates should be lower now than 
they are, with the success we’ve had in re- 
ducing inflation. But part of the problem is 
psychological—a pessimism in the money 
markets that we won’t stay the course and 
continue lowering the cost of government. 
The projected increase in budget deficits 
has added to that pessimism and fear. And 
this brings us back to that so-called greatest 
tax increase in history and the budget pro- 
posals now before the Congress. 

When I submitted the 1983 budget to the 
Congress in February, it contained very sig- 
nificant spending cuts on top of those we 
obtained last year. This time, however, we 
couldn’t get the support we had last year. 
Some who had not been happy about the 
tax cuts then were now insisting we must 
have additional tax revenues. In fact, they 
wanted to cancel the reduction scheduled 
for next July and cancel the indexing of tax 
brackets. Others proposed tax increases 
mounting to about $150 billion over a 
3-year period. On top of this, there was resist- 
ance to the spending reductions we asked 
for, and even attempts to eliminate some of 
last year’s cuts so as to actually increase 
spending. 
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For many months now we’ve been work- 
ing to get a compromise budget that would 
further reduce spending and thus reduce 
the deficits. We also have stood firm on 
retaining the tax cuts already in place, be- 
cause, as I said, they’re essential to restoring 
the economy. 

We did, however, agree to limited reve- 
nue increases so long as they didn’t harm 
the incentive features of our economic re- 
covery program. We ourselves, last year, 
had called attention to the possibility of 
better compliance with the tax laws—col- 
lecting taxes legitimately owed but which 
were not being paid. 

Well, weeks and weeks of negotiations re- 
sulted in a congressional budget resolution 
combining revenue increases and further 
spending reductions. Revenues would in- 
crease over a 3-year period by about $99 
billion, and outlays in that same period 
would be reduced by 280 billion. Now, as 
you can see, that figures out to about a 3-to- 
1 ratio—$3 less in spending outlays for each 
$1 of increased revenue. 

This compromise adds up to a total over 3 
years of a $380 billion reduction in the 
budget deficits. And remember, our original 
tax reduction remains in place, which 
means your taxes will still be cut $335 bil- 
lion in these next 3 years, even with the 
passage of this present tax bill. 

Now, let me take that $99 billion tax pro- 
gram apart, and you decide whether it’s the 
biggest tax increase in history. Of the entire 
$99 billion, 32 billion is collection of tax 
presently owed under the present laws and 
which is not being paid. Now, to all of you 
who are paying your tax, simple fairness 
says we should collect from those who are 
freeloading. Roughly 48 billion of the 99 
billion represents closing off special-interest 
loopholes which have resulted in unintend- 
ed tax advantages for some—not all—tax- 
payers, some who are financially well able 
to pay their share. Now, this is also a matter 
of simple fairness. So, more than 80 percent 
of the tax bill is not new tax at all, but is 
better collecting and correcting of flaws in 
the system. 

Now, this leaves $19 billion over 3 years 
of actual new taxes, which is far outweighed 
by the tax cuts which will benefit individ- 
uals. There is an excise tax on cigarettes, 
another on telephones. Well, for people 


who smoke a pack a day, that tax will mean 
an increase of only $2.40 a month. The tele- 
phone tax increase is only about 54 cents a 
month for the average household. Right 
now the tax reduction that we passed last 
year is saving the average family about 
$400 per year. Next year, even after this 
new tax bill is passed, the savings will 
almost double; they'll go to $788. 

And here’s what the totals look like. The 
new tax reform will raise in 3 years about, 
as I say, 99 billion. In the same 3 years, as I 
said a moment ago, our tax-cut program 
even after this increase will save you 335 
billion. 

Within the new bill there has, of course, 
been disagreement over some of the specif- 
ic provisions. For example, there’s consider- 
able confusion over the proposal to have 
withholding of tax due on interest and divi- 
dends, just as it’s withheld now on your 
wages and salaries. Many senior citizens 
have been led to believe this is a new tax 
added on top of the present income tax. 
Well, there is no truth whatsoever to that. 
We found that while the overwhelming ma- 
jority of Americans faithfully report income 
from interest and dividends and pay taxes 
on it, some do not. It’s one of the significant 
areas of noncompliance and is costing the 
government about $9 billion a year. 

In the case of those over age 65, with- 
holding will only apply to those with in- 
comes of $14,450 and up per individual and 
$24,214 for couples filing a joint return. 
Low-income citizens below 65 will be 
exempt if their income is less than about 
$8,000 for an individual or 15,300 for those 
filing joint returns. And there will be an 
exemption for all interest payments of $150 
or less. The only people whose taxes will be 
increased by this withholding are those who 
presently are evading their fair share of the 
tax burden. Once again, we're striving to 
see that all taxpayers are treated fairly. 

Now, this withholding will go into effect 
next July, not this January Ist, as was earlier 
reported. Back during the campaign—on 
September 9th, 1980, to be exact—I said 
my goal was to reduce by 1985 the share of 
the gross national product taken by the gov- 
ernment in taxes, reduce it to 20.5 percent. 
If we had done nothing, it would have risen 
to almost 25 percent. But even after pas- 
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sage of this bill, the Federal Government in 
1985 will only be taking 19.6 percent of the 
gross national product. 

Make no mistake about it, this whole 
package is a compromise. I had to swallow 
hard to agree to any revenue increase. But 
there are two sides to a compromise. Those 
who supported the increased revenues swal- 
lowed hard to accept $280 billion in outlay 
cuts. Others have accepted specific provi- 
sions with regard to taxes or spending cuts 
which they opposed. Tkere’s a provision in 
the bill for extended unemployment pay- 
ments in States particularly hard hit by un- 
employment. If this provision is not en- 
acted, 2 million unemployed people will use 
up their benefits by the end of March. 

I repeat: Much of this bill will make our 
tax system more fair for every American, 
especially those in lower income brackets. 
I’m still dedicated to reducing the level of 
spending until it’s within our income, and I 
still want to see the base of the economy 
broadened so that the individual’s tax 
burden can be further reduced. 

Over the years, growth in government 
and deficit spending have been built into 
our system. Now, it’d be nice if we could 
just cut that out of our system with a single, 
sharp slice. That, however, can’t be done 
without bringing great hardship down on 
many of our less fortunate neighbors who 
are not in a position to provide for them- 
selves. And none of us wants that. 

Our effort to restore fiscal integrity and 
common sense to the Federal establishment 
isn’t limited to the budget cuts and tax 
policy. Vice President Bush heads up a task 
force that’s been reviewing excessive regu- 
lations. Already enough unnecessary and 
duplicative regulations have been eliminat- 
ed or revised to save an estimated $6 billion 
every year. 

Our Inspectors General have been mobi- 
lized into a task force aimed at ferreting 
out waste and fraud. They’ve conducted 
tens of thousands of audits, secured thou- 
sands of indictments resulting in many con- 
victions. In the first 6 months of fiscal 1982 
alone, they found $5.8 billion of savings and 
improved use of funds. Computer cross- 
checking has uncovered thousands of gov- 
ernment checks still going to people who’ve 
been dead for several years. 
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Task forces from the private sector are 
engaged in a study of the management 
structure of government. What they’ve 
learned already indicates a great potential 
for savings by simply bringing government 
procedures up to ordinary modern business 
standards. Our private sector initiatives 
force, under William Verity, has uncovered 
hundreds of community and statewide proj- 
ects performing services voluntarily that 
once were thought to be the province of 
government. Some of the most innovative 
have to do with job training and placement, 
particularly for young people. 

What we need now is an end to the bick- 
ering here in the Capital. We need the bi- 
partisan, comprehensive package of reve- 
nue increases and spending cuts now before 
the Congress. We need it to be passed. 

We're not proposing a quick fix, an artifi- 
cial stimulant to the economy, such as 
we've seen in the several recessions in 
recent years. The present recession is bot- 
toming out without resorting to quick fixes. 

Now, there won’t be a sudden boom or 
upsurge. But slowly and surely, we'll have a 
sound and lasting recovery based on solid 
values and increased productivity and an 
end to deficit spending. It may not be easy, 
but it’s the best way, the only way to real 
and lasting prosperity for all our people. 

Think of it, we’ve only had one balanced 
budget in the last 20 years. Let’s look for- 
ward to the day when we begin making 
payments to reduce the national debt, in- 
stead of turning it all over to our children. 

You helped us start this economic recov- 
ery program last year when you told your 
representatives you wanted it. You can help 
again—whether you're a Republican, a 
Democrat, or an Independent—by letting 
them know that you want it continued, let- 
ting them know that you understand that 
this legislation is a price worth paying for 
lower interest rates, economic recovery, 
and more jobs. 

The single most important question 
facing us tonight is, do we reduce deficits 
and interest rates by raising revenue from 
those who are not now paying their fair 
share? Or do we accept bigger budget defi- 
cits, higher interest rates, and higher unem- 
ployment simply because we disagree on 
certain features of a legislative package 
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which offers hope for millions of Americans 
at home, on the farm, and in the work- 
place? 

Do we tell these Americans to give up 
hope, that their ship of state lies dead in the 
water because those entrusted with man- 
ning that ship can’t agree on which sail to 
raise? We’re within sight of the safe port of 
economic recovery. Do we make port or go 
aground on the shoals of selfishness, parti- 
sanship, and just plain bullheadedness? 

The measure the Congress is about to 
vote on, while not perfect in the eyes of 
any one of us, will bring us closer to the 
goal of a balanced budget, restored industri- 
al power, and employment for all who want 
to work. Together we can reach that goal. 

Thank you. God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:02 p.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
address was broadcast live on nationwide 
radio and television. 


United States Arms Sales to Taiwan 





Joint Communique of the United States and 
the People’s Republic of China. 
August 17, 1982 





1. In the Joint Communique on the Es- 
tablishment of Diplomatic Relations on Jan- 
uary I, 1979, issued by the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov- 
ernment of the People’s Republic of China, 
the United States of America recognized 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China as the sole legal government of 
China, and it acknowledged the Chinese 
position that there is but one China and 
Taiwan is part of China. Within that con- 
text, the two sides agreed that the people of 
the United States would continue to main- 
tain cultural, commercial, and other unoffi- 
cial relations with the people of Taiwan. On 
this basis, relations between the United 
States and China were normalized. 

2. The question of United States arms 
sales to Taiwan was not settled in the 


course of negotiations between the two 
countries on establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions. The two sides held differing positions, 
and the Chinese side stated that it would 
raise the issue again following normaliza- 
tion. Recognizing that this issue would seri- 
ously hamper the development of United 
States-China relations, they have held fur- 
ther discussions on it, during and since the 
meetings between President Ronald Reagan 
and Premier Zhao Ziyang and between Sec- 
retary of State Alexander M. Haig, Jr., and 
Vice Premier and Foreign Minister Huang 
Hua in October, 1981. 


3. Respect for each other’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity and non-interfer- 
ence in each other’s internal affairs consti- 
tute the fundamental principles guiding 
United States-China relations. These princi- 
ples were confirmed in the Shanghai Com- 
munique of February 28, 1972, and reaf- 
firmed in the Joint Communique on the 
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations 
which came into effect on January 1, 1979. 
Both sides emphatically state that these 
principles continue to govern all aspects of 
their relations. 


4. The Chinese government reiterates 
that the question of Taiwan is China’s inter- 
nal affair. The Message to Compatriots in 
Taiwan issued by China on January 1, 1979, 
promulgated a fundamental policy of striving 
for peaceful reunification of the Motherland. 
The Nine-Point Proposal put forward by 
China on September 30, 1981, represented a 
further major effort under this fundamental 
policy to strive for a peaceful solution to the 
Taiwan question. 


5. The United States Government at- 
taches great importance to its relations with 
China, and reiterates that it has no inten- 
tion of infringing on Chinese sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, or interfering in 
China’s internal affairs, or pursing a policy 
of “Two Chinas” or “one China, one 
Taiwan.” The United States Government 
understands and appreciates the Chinese 
policy of striving for a peaceful resolution of 
the Taiwan question as indicated in China’s 
Message to Compatriots in Taiwan issued on 
January 1, 1979, and the Nine-Point Propos- 
al put forward by China on September 30, 


1039 





Aug. 17 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 


1981. The new situation which has emerged 
with regard to the Taiwan question also 
provides favorable conditions for the settle- 
ment of United States-China differences 
over the question of United States arms 
sales to Taiwan. 


6. Having in mind the foregoing state- 
ments of both sides, the United States Gov- 
ernment states that it does not seek to carry 
out a long-term policy of arms sales to 
Taiwan, that its arms sales to Taiwan will 
not exceed, either in qualitative or in quan- 
titative terms, the level of those supplied in 
recent years since the establishment of dip- 
lomatic relations between the United States 
and China, and that it intends to reduce 
gradually its sales or arms to Taiwan, leading 
over a period of time to a final resolution. In so 
stating, the United States acknowledges 
China’s consistent position regarding the thor- 
ough settlement of this issue. 


7. In order to bring about, over a period 
of time, a final settlement of the question of 
United States arms sales to Taiwan, which is 
an issue rooted in history, the two govern- 
ments will make effort to adopt 
measures and create conditions conducive 
to the thorough settlement of this issue. 


every 


8. The development of United States- 
China relations is not only in the interests 
of the two peoples but also conducive to 
peace and stability in the world. The two 
sides are determined, on the principle of 
equality and mutual benefit, to strengthen 
their ties in the economic, cultural, educa- 
tional, scientific, technological and other 
fields and make strong, joint efforts for the 
continued development of relations be- 
tween the governments and peoples of the 
United States and China. 


9. In order to bring about the healthy 
development of United States-China rela- 
tions, maintain world peace and oppose ag- 
gression and expansion, the two govern- 
ments reaffirm the principles agreed on by 
the two sides in the Shanghai Communique 
and the Joint Communique on the Estab- 
lishment of Diplomatic Relations. The two 
sides will maintain contact and hold appro- 
priate consultations on bilateral and inter- 
national issues of common interest. 
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United States Arms Sales to Taiwan 





Statement by the President. 
August 17, 1982 





The U.S.-China joint communique issued 
today embodies a mutually satisfactory 
means of dealing with the historical ques- 
tion of U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. This docu- 
ment preserves principles on both sides and 
will promote the further development of 
friendly relations between the governments 
and peoples of the United States and China. 
It will also contribute to the further reduc- 
tion of tensions and to lasting peace in the 
Asia/Pacific region. 

Building a strong and lasting relationship 
with China has been an important foreign 
policy goal of four consecutive American 
administrations. Such a relationship is vital 
to our long-term national security interests 
and contributes to stability in East Asia. It is 
in the national interest of the United States 
that this important strategic relationship be 
advanced. This communique will make that 
possible, consistent with our obligations to 
the people of Taiwan. 

In working toward this successful out- 
come we have paid particular attention to 
the needs and interests of the people of 
Taiwan. My longstanding personal friend- 
ship and deep concern for their well-being 
is steadfast and unchanged. I am committed 
to maintaining the full range of contacts 
between the people of the United States 
and the people of Taiwan—cultural, com- 
mercial, and people-to-people contacts— 
which are compatible with our unofficial re- 
lationship. Such contacts will continue to 
grow and prosper and will be conducted 
with the dignity and honor befitting old 
friends. 

Regarding future U.S. arms sales to 
Taiwan, our policy, set forth clearly in the 
communique, is fully consistent with the 
Taiwan Relations Act. Arms sales will con- 
tinue in accordance with the act and with 
the full expectation that the approach of 
the Chinese Government to the resolution 
of the Taiwan issue will continue to be 
peaceful. We attach great significance to 
the Chinese statement in the communique 
regarding China’s “fundamental” policy, 
and it is clear from our statements that our 
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future actions will be conducted with this 
peaceful policy fully in mind. The position 
of the United States Government has always 
been clear and consistent in this regard. 
The Taiwan question is a matter for the 
Chinese people, on both sides of the Taiwan 
Strait, to resolve. We will not interfere in 
this matter or prejudice the free choice of, 
or put pressure on, the people of Taiwan in 
this matter. At the same time, we have an 
abiding interest and concern that any reso- 
lution be peaceful. I shall never waver from 
this fundamental position. 

I am proud, as an American, at the great 
progress that has been made by the people 
on Taiwan over the past three decades, and 
of the American contribution to that proc- 
ess. I have full faith in the continuation of 
that process. My administration, acting 
through appropriate channels, will continue 
strongly to foster that development and to 
contribute to a strong and healthy invest- 
ment climate, thereby enhancing the well- 
being of the people of Taiwan. 


National Council on Educational 
Research 


Nomination of Three Members. 
August 17, 1982 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate the following individuals 
to be members of the National Council on 
Educational Research: 


Paul Copperman to serve for the remainder of 
the term expiring September 30, 1982, and for 
a term expiring September 30, 1985. He would 
succeed Joseph J. Davies, Jr. He is currently 
serving as president of the Institute of Reading 
Development, which he founded in 1971. He is 
the author of the book “The Literacy Hoax 
The Decline of Reading, Writing and Learning 
in the Public Schools and What We Can Do 
About It” and other publications. He resides in 
San Francisco, Calif., and was born June 28, 
1947. 

James Harvey Harrison, Jr., to serve for the re- 
mainder of the term expiring September 30, 
1982, and for a term expiring September 30, 
1985. He would succeed Timothy S. Healy. He 
is currently serving as program manager of Jap- 
anese, Chinese, Australian, Korean, Greek, 


Spanish, Norwegian, and German programs 
with Sperry Univac International Systems Divi- 
sion. He was senior computer systems consul- 
tant/designer/analyst with Raytheon Service 
Co. in 1972-1977. He is married, has two chil- 
dren, and resides in Alexandria, Va. He was 
born September 13, 1927. 

Wallie Cooper Simpson to serve for the remain- 
der of the term expiring September 30, 1982, 
and for the term expiring September 30, 1985. 
She would succeed John S. Shipp, Jr. She is the 
founder and director of the Lower East Side 
International Community School in New York 
City. She was director of the DeWitt School in 
New York City in 1975-1976. She is married, 
has three children, and resides in New York 
City. She was born September 15, 1931. 


Meeting With Samuel K. Doe, Head of 
State of Liberia 


Remarks Following the Meeting. 
August 17, 1982 


The President. It’s been a pleasure to wel- 
come Liberian Head of State Samuel K. 
Doe on his first visit to the United States. 

It’s especially fitting that we should be 
meeting this year as the United States and 
Liberia celebrate 120 years of diplomatic 
relations. Our discussions gave us an oppor- 
tunity to reaffirm the special friendship and 
mutual respect between our two countries. 

Clearly a firm bond unites Liberians and 
Americans who have come together profes- 
sionally and socially throughout the years. 
Our two governments have a long history 
of cooperation on bilateral and international 
issues. 

Chairman Doe told me of his govern- 
ment’s ambitious goals, including the return 
to democratic institutions and economic sta- 
bilization. We welcome his emphasis on 
bringing the benefits of development to 
every corner of Liberia. And today we dis- 
cussed how the United States can assist Li- 
beria in achieving these goals. 

As I stated clearly in our discussion, the 
United States stands by its commitments to 
Liberia, and looks forward to continued, 
mutual cooperation. My meeting with 
Chairman Doe marks the beginning of his 
2-week visit to the United States. And he 
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made me a little envious when he told me 
that his next stop after Washington is going 
to be—well, not exactly the next stop, but 
the next one after—is going to be Los An- 
geles, California. But in addition to meeting 
with a wide range of administration officials 
and Members of the Congress, he will have 
an opportunity to meet many Americans 
outside the government and Liberians who 
live in the United States as well. 

The personal ties among our private citi- 
zens play an important role in the special 
relationship between our two countries. I 
hope the longstanding ties between our two 
people and between our governments will 
be further strengthened in the years ahead. 

And, Mr. Chairman, you’re most wel- 
come. 

The Chairman. Ladies and gentlemen of 
the press, I am extremely happy to be in 
the United States of America, long consid- 
ered the land of the free and the home of 
the brave. My visit here today is in response 
to the kind invitation extended me by 
President Ronald Reagan, a man of abiding 
courage, strong will, and foresight. 

As you know, Liberia and the United 
States have a long and historic friendship— 
we span more than 150 years. However, as 
Liberia’s first leader to visit the United 
States, my presence here is significant in 
two principle respects: firstly, to first reaf- 
firm our traditional friendship with the 
United States; secondly, the portrayal to the 
world the United States continuing identifi- 
cation with and support for Liberia. 

In discussions with President Reagan I 
have explained the causes of the Liberian 
revolution and the economic problems 
which presently confront the country. I also 
voiced my country’s hopes and aspirations 
for the maintenance of the free enterprise 
system and our adhering to democratic 
ideals. Together President Reagan and I dis- 
cussed matters of international concern, 
particularly the war in Lebanon and 
independence for Namibia. I also outlined 
the economic measures being taken by our 
government to achieve economic recovery 
and promote private sector investment. We 
are sure that these conditions are indispen- 
sable to the achievement of the smooth tran- 
sition of a civilian government in 1985. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the press, Presi- 
dent Reagan assured me we can continue to 
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count on America’s understanding and sup- 
port for the fulfillment of the objectives of 
our revolution. This is a most welcome as- 
surance. It demonstrates the Reagan admin- 
istration’s commitment to maintaining the 
United States economic and strategic inter- 
ests in Liberia. 

Our country serves as a mirror through 
which African nations can assess America’s 
support and commitment to developing 
countries. It is our belief that with the kind 
of mutual interests we share, the United 
States should recognize that Liberia could 
serve as a mirror through which its support 
to developing countries could be assured. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:59 p.m. to 
reporters assembled at the South Portico of 
the White House. Earlier, the President and 
Chairman Doe, Head of State and Chair- 
man of the People’s Redemption Council, 
met in the Oval Office. They then held a 
working luncheon in the State Dining 


Room with U.S. and Liberian officials. 


Termination of Boards, Committees, 
and Commissions 





Executive Order 12379. August 17, 1982 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and statutes of the 
United States of America, and to terminate 
the establishing authorities for committees 
that are inactive or no longer necessary, it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Executive Order No. 12071, as 
amended, establishing the President’s Com- 
mission on Pension Policy, is revoked. 

Sec. 2. Executive Order No. 12042, creat- 
ing a Board of Inquiry to Report on Labor 
Disputes Affecting the Bituminous Coal In- 
dustry in the United States, is revoked. 

Sec. 3. Executive Order No. 12085, creat- 
ing an Emergency Board to Investigate a 
Dispute Between the Norfolk and Western 
Railway Company and Certain of Its Em- 
ployees, is revoked. 

Sec. 4. Executive Order No. 12132, creat- 
ing an Emergency Board to Investigate a 
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Dispute Between the National Railway 
Labor Conference and Certain of Its Em- 
ployees, is revoked. 

Sec. 5. Executive Order No. 12095, creat- 
ing an Emergency Board to Investigate a 
Dispute Between Wien Air Alaska, Inc., and 
Certain Individuals, is revoked. 

Sec. 6. Executive Order No. 12159, creat- 
ing an Emergency Board to Investigate Dis- 
putes Between the Chicago, Rock Island, 
Pacific Railroad and Peoria Terminal Com- 
pany and Brotherhood of Railway, Airline 
and Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers, 
Express and Station Employees; and the 
United Transportation Union, is revoked. 

Sec. 7. Executive Order No. 12182, creat- 
ing an Emergency Board to Investigate a 
Dispute Between the Long Island Rail Road 
and Certain of its Employees, is revoked. 

Sec. 8. Executive Order No. 12207, creat- 
ing an Emergency Board to Investigate a 
Dispute Between the Port Authority Trans- 
Hudson Corporation and Certain of its Em- 
ployees, is revoked. 

Sec. 9. Executive Order No. 12262, estab- 
lishing an Interagency Employee Benefit 
Council, is revoked. 

Sec. 10. Executive Order No. 12275, es- 
tablishing the Design Liaison Council, is re- 
voked. 

Sec. 11. Executive Order No. 11829, as 
amended, establishing the Hopi-Navajo 
Land Settlement Interagency Committee, is 
revoked. 

Sec. 12. Executive Order No. 11022, as 
amended, establishing the President’s Coun- 
cil on Aging, is revoked. 

Sec. 13. Executive Order No. 12192, es- 
tablishing the State Planning Council on Ra- 
dioactive Waste Management, is revoked. 

Sec. 14. Executive Order No. 12075, as 
amended, establishing the Interagency Co- 
ordinating Council, is revoked. 

Sec. 15. Executive Order No. 11782, es- 
tablishing the Federal Financing Bank Ad- 
visory Council, is revoked. 

Sec. 16. Executive Order No. 12089, as 
amended, establishing the National Produc- 
tivity Council, is revoked. 

Sec. 17. Executive Order No. 11330, as 
amended, establishing the President’s Coun- 
cil on Youth Opportunity, is revoked. 

Sec. 18. Executive Order No. 11256, es- 
tablishing the President’s Committee on 
Food and Fiber and establishing the Nation- 


al Advisory Commission on Food and Fiber, 
is revoked. 

Sec. 19. Executive Order No. 11654, con- 
tinuing the Federal Fire Council, is re- 
voked. 

Sec. 20. Executive Order No. 12083, as 
amended, establishing the Energy Coordi- 
nating Committee, is revoked. 

Sec. 21. Executive Order No. 12285, as 
amended and ratified, establishing the 
President’s Commission on Hostage Com- 
pensation, is revoked. 

Sec. 22. Executive Order No. 12202, as 
amended, establishing the Nuclear Safety 
Oversight Committee, is revoked. 

Sec. 23. Executive Order No. 12194, es- 
tablishing the Radiation Policy Council, is 
revoked. 

Sec. 24. The Veterans’ Federal Coordinat- 
ing Committee (Weekly Compilation of 
Presidential Documents, volume 14, 
number 41, page 1743) is terminated. 

Sec. 25. The President’s Council on 
Energy Efficiency (Weekly Compilation of 
Presidential Documents, volume 16, num- 
bers 18 and 30, pages 790 and 1404) is ter- 
minated. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
August 17, 1982. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:56 a.m., August 18, 1982} 


Federal Tax and Budget Reconciliation 
Legislation 





Letter to Representative Trent Lott of 
Mississippi, House Republican Whip. 
August 17, 1982 





Dear Trent: 

You know I strongly believe that enact- 
ment of the pending Conference Report on 
revenue and reconciliation is a price worth 
paying for lower interest rates, economic 
recovery, and more jobs. It is an essential 
element in the implementation of the 
Budget Resolution—which, if faithfully fol- 
lowed, will reduce deficits by $380 billion 
over three years. 
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This deficit reduction program is entirely 
consistent with our efforts to shrink the 
growth of government: It would involve 
almost $3 in outlay reduction for every $1 
in revenue increase. 

I recognize that there is some uncertainty 
about the ability to assure that future 
spending reductions will be achieved. But I 
am encouraged by the Congress’ work on 
the pending reconciliation measures, which 
come very close to meeting their spending 
reduction targets. Further, I assure you that 
the Administration will not relax one bit in 
our continued pursuit of spending cuts. 

I will, of course, resist any budget-busting 
spending measures that may come to my 
desk. And, lest there be any doubt on this 
point, I would ask you to remind your col- 
leagues that as Governor of California I ex- 
ercised the veto power successfully 993 
times. I hope I will not have to use the veto 
so frequently here in Washington. But, for 
my part, I will—without reservation—do 
what has to be done to control spending. 

Your support has been invaluable in the 
implementation of our program to date. 
With your continued strong leadership and 
support, we can continue to restrain gov- 
ernment, as we restore America’s strength 
and vitality. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


United States Ambassador to Jamaica 





Nomination of William Alexander Hewitt. 
August 18, 1982 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William Alexander Hewitt 
to be Ambassador to Jamaica. He would suc- 
ceed Loren E. Lawrence. 

Mr. Hewitt served with the United States 
Naval Reserve in 1942-1946 as lieutenant 
commander. He was with the accounting 
department of Standard Oil of California in 
San Francisco, Calif. (1938-1939), and the 
Texas Co. (TEXACO) in 1939-1940. In 
1940-1942 he was a copywriter with Roos 
Brothers in San Francisco. He was adver- 
tising and sales promotion manager with 
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Pacific Tractor and Implement Co. in Rich- 
mond, Calif., in 1946-1948. He was terri- 
tory manager with John Deere Plow Co. in 
San Francisco in 1948-1950, and general 
manager in 1950-1954. He was with Deere 
and Co. in Moline, Ill., as executive vice 
president in 1954-1955, president and chief 
executive officer in 1955-1964, and chair- 
man and chief executive officer since 1964. 

He served on Presidential appointments 
as a member of the Special Committee on 
United States Trade Relations with East Eu- 
ropean Countries and the Soviet Union 
(1965), the National Advisory Commission 
on Food and Fiber (1965-1967); as incor- 
porator of the National Corporation for 
Housing Partnerships (1968); as a member 
of the Presidential Task Force on Interna- 
tional Development (1969), the National 
Council on the Humanities (1975-1980), 
and the President’s Commission for a Na- 
tional Agenda for the Eighties (1980-1981). 

Mr. Hewitt graduated from the Universi- 
ty of California at Berkeley (B.A., 1937) and 
attended Harvard University Graduate 
School of Business Administration. His for- 
eign language is French. He is married, has 
three children, and resides in Rock Island, 
Ill. He was born August 9, 1914. 


Federal Tax and Budget Reconciliation 
Legislation 





Remarks Following a Meeting With the 
House of Representatives Bipartisan 
Leadership. August 18, 1982 





Well, contrary to appearances, this isn’t a 
sentimental reunion of old political sparring 
partners. What this gathering does repre- 
sent is a solid cross-section of leaders and 
outstanding Members of the Congress. 

Now, perhaps you’ve been informed—I 
don’t know—there would have been some 
leaders and leading members in the leader- 
ship of the Senate here, but I understand 
that they’re in the middle of a vote and, 
therefore, they’re missing this occasion. 

But some here are Democrats, some Re- 
publicans, some are liberals, some conserva- 
tives; but all of us here today are united by 
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something much bigger than political labels. 
We're all Americans. We all want to get the 
American economy moving. And we all re- 
alize that to achieve this we must cut Fed- 
eral deficits to bring down interest rates 
and create jobs. 

Together we’ve been reviewing the situa- 
tion. And speaking for myself, I've come 
out of the meetings as an optimist. Over the 
last 24 hours we’ve seen impressive evi- 
dence that the American economy is look- 
ing up. Yesterday’s historic rally of the stock 
market and several leading economic indi- 
cators all point toward economic recovery. 
And a growing number of banks are lower- 
ing their prime interest rates. 

We have to keep this momentum for 
prosperity going by passing the bipartisan 
legislation before the Congress to lower 
deficits by raising revenues and cutting 
spending. If enough Republicans and 
Democrats join together now to achieve 
this goal, interest rates will keep on coming 
down, and we'll get to the point where 
there will be jobs for all Americans whx 
want to work. We can do it, but we car 
only do it together. 

And I want to thank you all for coming 


Note: The President spoke at 5:41 p.m. to 
reporters assembled in the Rose Garden ai 
the White House. 


Submarine Duty Incentive Pay 





Executive Order 12380. August 18, 1982 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent and Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States of Amer- 
ica by Section 30lc of Title 37 of the 
United States Code, and in order to imple- 
ment incentive pay for submarine duty by 
Navy enlisted members and officers, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Incentive Pay for Submarine 
Duty. Section 106 of Executive Order No. 
11157, as amended, is further amended to 
read as follows: 

“Sec. 106(a) As determined by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, a member who is entitled 
to basic pay, who holds or is in training 
leading to a submarine duty designator, and 
who is in and remains in the submarine 


service on a career basis, is entitled to con- 
tinuous monthly submarine duty incentive 
pay, subject to the performance of the re- 
quired number of years of operational sub- 
marine duty (37 U.S.C. 30l1c(a) (3)}4)), 
except as provided by 37 U.S.C. 30lc(c). 

“(b) As determined by the Secretary of 
the Navy, a member who is entitled to basic 
pay but is not entitled to continuous month- 
ly submarine duty incentive pay is entitled 
to submarine duty incentive pay for any 
period during which such member per- 
forms frequent and regular operational sub- 
marine duty required by orders. 

“(c) To the extent provided for by appro- 
priations, a member of the Naval Reserve 
who is entitled to compensation under Sec- 
tion 206 of Title 37 of the United States 
Code, and who performs, under orders, 
duty on a submarine during underway op- 
erations, is eligible for an increase in such 
compensation equal to one-thirtieth of the 
monthly submarine duty incentive pay for 
the performance of that duty by a member 
of a corresponding grade and years of serv- 
ice who is entitled to basic pay when those 
orders specify such increased entitlement. 
Such member is eligible for the increase for 
each day served, for as long as he is quali- 
fied for it, during each regular period of 
appropriate duty. 

“(d) The Secretary of the Navy is hereby 
designated and empowered to issue addi- 
tional implementing regulations with re- 
spect to entitlement of regular and reserve 
officers and enlisted members of the Navy 
to submarine duty incentive pay, or con- 
tinuous monthly submarine duty incentive 
pay.”. 

Sec. 2. Effective Date. In accord with Sec- 
tion 701 of Public Law 97-39, the amend- 
ments made by this Order shall be effective 
as of January 1, 1981. 

Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 18, 1982. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:32 p.m., August 19, 1982] 


Note: The text of the Executive order was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on August 19. 
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Situation in Lebanon 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. August 19, 1982 





We are of course extremely gratified by 
the Israeli Cabinet’s approval of the plan, 
which is a tribute to the remarkable diplo- 
matic achievement of the President’s per- 
sonal emissary, Ambassador Philip Habib. It 
sets the stage for implementation of the 
plan, which we expect to start as early as 
this weekend. We urge the parties to make 
every effort to clear up the remaining mat- 
ters so that implementation can go forward 
as soon as possible. 


Federal Tax and Budget Reconciliation 
Legislation 





Remarks on House of Representatives 
Approval of the Legislation. 
August 19, 1982 





The President. On behalf of the American 
people, I want to thank the Members of 
both parties in the House of Representa- 
tives for today’s—who made today’s victory 
possible. This was a hard choice for many of 
them, especially in an election year. But 
when it came to the test, a bipartisan ma- 
jority bit the bullet and voted for the reve- 
nue increases and spending cuts we so ur- 
gently needed to get deficits and interest 
rates down and Americans back to work. 

This vote does not mark the end of the 
crusade to get our country’s economy 
moving again, but it is an important mile- 
stone. Over the last 18 months, we’ve cut 
inflation in half. The interest rates are 
coming down. The latest economic indica- 
tors are pointing in the right direction. It 
hasn’t been easy, and I fully appreciate 
what it’s been like for millions of Amcricans 
who have borne the brunt of this recession 
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and resisted the political calls for quick 
fixes. We must keep our faith with their 
patience, their courage, and their resolve. 

Our duty is clear. We have to keep gov- 
ernment spending and deficits moving 
downwards so that prosperity and economic 
growth can move up. And I pledge my co- 
operation with the Congress in the days 
ahead to work tirelessly for these vital 
objectives. 

Let me also add a word to those who 
voted against this measure. Honorable men 
and women can honestly disagree. They can 
also leave their disagreements behind them 
and work together once the issue has been 
settled by free and open voting. It'll take 
the best efforts of us all to keep the Ameri- 
can economy on the road to recovery. Let’s 
leave our differences behind us and all of us 
get on the with the Nation’s business; an 
economic recovery that will mean more 
jobs and more opportunity for all of our 
people. 

Thank you. 

Reporter. Mr. President, why did you see 
it as such a squeaker? You had a pretty 
good margin. 

The President. Well, I have to tell you 
that right down to the wire there was no 
one predicting anything but that it would 
be that close. There were—I know in my 
own calls and meetings with Congressmen 
of both parties on this, there were a great 
many who very frankly stated that they 
were still in the process of making up their 
minds. So, you didn’t have a definite com- 
mitment on them. And that’s why there 
were conflicting reports coming as to which 
side might be ahead on this. 

Q. Mr. President, are you concerned that 
you will lose conservative support out of all 
of this? 

The President. No, not at all, because I 
think there’s been a wrong perception. It 
was made evident the other night after I 
went on the air and explained this program. 
And immediately afterward, in certain sur- 
veys that were made and telephone checks 
that were made, it was amazing how many 
people had totally misunderstood the pro- 
gram or the bill and, once they understood 
it, that they said this now made them able 
to support it. 
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The first thing was, we have to think of 
the economic recovery program as not only 
just a separate bill that was passed last year; 
it is this entire, ongoing package. Just as our 
tax cuts are spread over several years, so 
are the spending cuts, with the idea that 
each year we would come back in with 
more that we had to do. And, therefore, to 
even have referred to this as a tax increase, 
I think, was wrong, because it was an ad- 
justment of the tax cut that was passed last 
year and which still continues on into the 
coming years. And the truth of the matter 
is that even with this passed, the tax cut 
over the next 3 years will amount to $335 
billion for the people. Next year they will 
double the gain that they have already 
made in their personal fortunes because of 
the tax cut. 

So, I think that there was a perception on 
the part of some and an alarm that this 
represented some kind of change in philos- 
ophy. It does not. I still believe in the com- 
bination of incentive tax cuts that will in- 
crease productivity in this country and cuts, 
reductions in spending. And so I—no, | 
don’t think it will hurt the movement at all. 

Q. Mr. President, some of the polls that 
have come out indicate that the majority of 
Americans oppose this tax increase bill. Are 
you concerned that by the time election 
day rolls around and some of these explana- 
tions have blown away that all people will 
remember are things like the 8-cent ciga- 
rette tax increase? 

The President. | think what they’re going 
to see and what is going to happen, that 
they are going to be thinking about, is | 
think the economy is going to continue to 
improve. I think that a failure to have 
passed this would have been a setback to 
the improvement of the economy. I think 
we would have seen, probably, interest 
rates going back up and a stagnation of— 
and yet all the indices that we have now 
are supportive of the idea that things are 
getting better. 

Q. You don’t think this is going to hurt 
the Republicans in November. 

The President. No, I don’t think it’s going 
to hurt anyone in November, frankly. 

Q. Do you think the Senate is going to be 
easier than the House, Mr. President? 


The President. Well, I don’t know, but I 
think there we’re going to see a bipartisan 
demonstration also. 

Q. Mr. President, do you see this as a 
reaffirmation of your own prestige? You 
really have not lost one of these votes that 
you've gone all out to try to get. 

The President. Oh—{knocking on his 
desk|—don’t talk like that. You know, as an 
old sports announcer, I have to tell you that 
if a no-hitter is being pitched, you never 
mention it during the game or you'll jinx 
the pitcher. [Laughing] So, no, I think this 
is—there have been a lot of people working 
on this, and there was a great team effort 
on both sides. 

Q. Are you glad it’s over? 

The President. You bet. 

Reporters. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:28 p.m. to 
reporters assembled in the Oval Office at 
the White House. 


Agency for International Development 





Nomination of Jay F. Morris To Be Deputy 
Administrator. August 20, 1982 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jay F. Morris to be Deputy 
Administrator of the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development. He would succeed 
Joseph C. Wheeler. 

Mr. Morris is currently serving as Assist- 
ant Administrator for External Relations, 
Agency for International Development, De- 
partment of State. He was personnel spe- 
cialist, Presidential Personnel Office, in 
1981. He was director of administration in 
the office of the President-elect. He served 
as government relations consultant for the 
law firm of Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease 
in 1974-1980. He was Executive Director of 
the President’s Commission on Personnel 
Interchange in 1976-1978. He was manager 
of Federal transportation programs for Mo- 
torola, Inc., in 1975-1976. 

He graduated from the University of 
Maryland (B.S., 1963) and attended gradu- 
ate school at Johns Hopkins School of Ad- 
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vanced International Studies. He is married, 
has one child, and resides in Adelphi, Md. 
He was born February 21, 1941. 


White House Staff 





Appointment of Kevin R. Hopkins as 
Director of the Office of Policy 
Information. August 20, 1982 





The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Kevin R. Hopkins, Special As- 
sistant to the President, as Director of the 
White House Office of Policy Information. 
He assumes this position immediately, re- 
placing Edwin J. Gray. Mr. Hopkins will 
report directly to Edwin L. Harper, Assist- 
ant to the President for Policy Develop- 
ment. 

Since March 1982, he has served as 
Deputy Director of the Office of Policy In- 
formation and Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent. Previously, Mr. Hopkins had, since 
the beginning of the administration, served 
as Special Assistant to the President for 
Policy Development. He worked as senior 
policy analyst in both the Reagan primary 
and general election Presidential transition 
team. Prior to that, he was a research ana- 
lyst for Citizens for the Republic in Los 
Angeles and an instructor in economics at 
the University of Missouri. 

He is a native of Kansas City, Mo. He 
graduated summa cum laude with a degree 
in economics and mathematics from Wil- 
liam Jewell College in Liberty, Mo. 


Deployment of United States Forces in 
Beirut, Lebanon 





Remarks to Reporters Announcing the 
Deployment. August 20, 1982 





The President. Thank you all, and let me 
just say in advance, I'll be taking no ques- 
tions, because Secretary Shultz, a little later 
today, will be having a full press confer- 
ence. So, you can take everything up there 
with him. 
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Ambassador Habib has informed me that 
a plan to resolve the west Beirut crisis has 
been agreed upon by all the parties in- 
volved. As part of this plan the Government 
of Lebanon has requested and I have ap- 
proved the deployment of United States 
forces to Beirut as part of a multinational 
force. 

The negotiations to develop this plan 
have been extremely complex and have 
been conducted in the most arduous cir- 
cumstances. At times it was difficult to 
imagine how agreement could be reached, 
and yet it has been reached. The statesman- 
ship and the courage of President Sarkis 
and his colleagues in the Lebanese Govern- 
ment deserve special recognition, as does 
the magnificent work of Ambassador Habib. 
Phil never lost hope, and in the end his 
spirit and determination carried the day, 
and we all owe him a debt of gratitude. 

The parties who made this plan possible 
have a special responsibility for ensuring its 
successful completion, or implementation. I 
expect its terms to be carried out in good 
faith and in accordance with the agreed 
timetable. This will require meticulous ad- 
herence to the cease-fire. Violations by any 
party would imperil the plan and bring re- 
newed bloodshed and tragedy to the people 
of Beirut, and under no circumstances must 
that be allowed to happen. 

As you know, my agreement to include 
United States forces in a multinational force 
was essential for our success. In the days 
ahead, they and forces from France and 
Italy will be playing an important but care- 
fully limited, noncombatant role. The par- 
ties to the plan have agreed to this role and 
have provided assurances on the safety of 
our forces. 

Our purpose will be to assist the Leba- 
nese armed forces in carrying out their re- 
sponsibility for ensuring the departure of 
PLO leaders, officers, and combatants in 
Beirut from Lebanese territory under safe 
and orderly conditions. The presence of 
United States forces also will facilitate the 
restoration of the sovereignty and authority 
of the Lebanese Government over the 
Beirut area. In no case will our troops stay 
longer than 30 days. 

The participation of France and Italy in 
this effort is further evidence of the sense 





of responsibility of these good friends of the 
United States. Successful resolution of the 
west Beirut crisis by responsible implemen- 
tation of the plan now agreed will set the 
stage for the urgent international action re- 
quired to restore Lebanon’s full sovereign- 
ty, unity, and territorial integrity; obtain the 
rapid withdrawal of all foreign forces from 
that country; and help ensure the security of 
northern Israel. 

We must also move quickly in the context 
of Camp David to resolve the Palestinian 
issue in all its aspects, as well as the other 
unresolved problems in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Only when all these steps are ac- 
complished can true and lasting peace and 
security be achieved in the Middle East. 

End of statement. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, how can you be sure 
that American troops will stay safe? 

The President. 1 said no questions because 
of the press conference that’s coming up 
later, and that will be covered. And I assure 
you that every precaution is taken and that 
your questions will be answered fully by the 
Secretary with regard to that—and to their 
withdrawal, if there is any violation of any 
of the provisions that have been agreed 
upon. 

Q. If they’re shot at, will they be with- 
drawn, sir, immediately? 

The President. What? 

Q. If they’re shot at, will they be with- 
drawn immediately? 

The President. Yes. Yes. 

Q. Did the congressional leaders not 
want to appear with you here today? 

Mr. Speakes.' We said no questions, 
please. 

The ‘President. No, they said the Senate 
had to run because they were due in at 9 
o'clock in their session that began, so they 
broke up and decided to go back on the 
Hill. And I think they all want to go home. 
So do I. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. 


‘Principal Deputy Press Secretary to the 
President. 
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United States Negotiations for Peace in 
Lebanon 





Telegram to Ambassador Philip C. Habib. 
August 20, 1982 





Dear Phil: 

Yours is truly a sterling achievement. You 
have succeeded against staggering odds. It 
is America’s blessing to have men of your 
caliber and patriotism in its service. Your 
skill, courage and determination have been 
an inspiration to us all. It was a perform- 
ance which was in the best tradition of the 
tireless professionalism we expect of our 
Foreign Service. You have your country’s 
gratitude for a great and difficult job well 
done. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 


August 14 

The President held a luncheon meeting 
with Secretary of State George P. Shultz 
and senior administration officials at Camp 
David, Md. 

The President has chosen the following 
delegation to represent him at the inaugu- 
ration of His Excellency Salvador Jorge 
Blanco as President of the Dominican Re- 
public. These ceremonies are scheduled to 
be held at Santo Domingo on August 15 
and 16. 

Ellsworth Bunker, of 
head the delegation; 
Robert Anderson, U5. 
Dominican Republic; 
Representative Mickey Edwards of Oklahoma; 
Ambassador J. William Middendorf II, Perma- 
nent Representative of the United States to the 

Organization of American States; 

Thomas O. Enders, Assistant Secretary of State 
for Inter-American Affairs; 


Washington, D.C., will 


Ambassador to the 
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Otto Jj. Reich, Assistant Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development; 

Weston Adams, member, United States National 
Committee of UNESCO, Columbia, S.C.; 

Edwin W. Thomas, Regional Administrator, Gen- 
eral Services Administration, Walnut Creek, 
Calif.; 

John Ellis Bush, president, IntrAmerica Invest- 
ments, Inc., Miami, Fla.; 

Michael Cardenas, CPA/ financial 
Fresno, Calif.; 

William C. Doherty, executive director, Ameri 
can Institute for Free Labor, Washington, D.C.; 
and 


James P. Regan, of Beverly Hills, Calif. 


consultant. 


August 15 

The President met with a group of Re- 
publican Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives at Camp David. 

The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David. 


August 16 

The President met at the White House 
with members of his staff. 

Throughout the morning and early after- 
noon, the President met at the White 
House with Republican Members of the 
House of Representatives to discuss the 
Federal tax and budget reconciliation legis- 
lation. 


August 17 

The President greeted members of the 
public who were touring the White House. 

The President met at the White House 
with members of his staff. 

Throughout the day, the President met 
with Republican Members of the House of 
Representatives to discuss the Federal tax 
and budget reconciliation legislation. 

The President requested the Congress to 
provide transfer authority and appropriation 
language for the Department of Justice in 
fiscal year 1982, amended appropriation lan- 
guage for the Department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Health and Human 
Services, and offsetting budget amendments 
and appropriation language for the Depart- 
ment of Transportation in fiscal year 1983. 
He also transmitted a request by the legisla- 
tive branch to increase 1983 appropriations 
by $4.5 million. By law legislative branch 
requests are transmitted without change. 
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August 18 
The President met at the White House 
with: 


—members of the White House staff; 

—Republican congressional leaders; 

—members of the Deficit Reduction 
Action Group; 

—former Secretary of the Treasury Wil- 
liam E. Simon. 


Throughout the day, the President met 
with groups of Members of the House of 
Representatives and individual Members to 
discuss the Federal tax and budget recon- 
ciliation legislation. 

The President has invited President 
Vigdis Finnbogadéottir of Iceland to make 
an official working visit to Washington. The 
Icelandic President has accepted the invita- 
tion and will meet with the President at the 
White House on September 8. Following 
their meeting, President Reagan will host a 
luncheon in honor of the Icelandic Presi- 
dent and other Nordic chiefs of state or 
their representatives who will be in Wash- 
ington, D.C., for the opening that day of 
the Scandinavia Today program. 


August 19 

The President met at the White House 
with members of his staff. 

Throughout the day, the President met 
with Members of the House of Representa- 
tives to discuss the Federal tax and budget 
reconciliation legislation. 

The President declared an emergency for 
the State of Washington because of the 
threat of flooding from Spirit Lake. The 
President’s action will permit Federal assist- 
ance to avert or alleviate the threatened 
flooding. 


August 20 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—the bipartisan congressional leadership, 
to discuss the deployment of U.S. forces 
in Beirut, Lebanon. 


The President left the White House for a 
vacation trip to California. 








Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted August 17 


Richard R. Burt, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of State, vice Lawrence S. Eagle- 
burger, resigned. 


The following-named persons to be mem- 
bers of the National Council on the Handi- 
capped for the terms indicated: 


For the remainder of the term expiring 
September 17, 1982: 

Robert V. Bush, of New Mexico, vice Eliz- 
abeth Monroe Boggs. 

Joseph Dusenbury, of South Carolina, vice 
Mary P. Chambers. 

Hunt Hamill, of Illinois, vice Jack Genair 
Duncan. 

Henry Viscardi, Jr., of New York, vice 
Thomas Joe. 


For the remainder of the term expiring 
September 17, 1983: 

H. Lathan Breunig, of Virginia, vice J. 
David Webb. 
Michael Marge, 

Howard A. Rusk. 
Sandra Swift Parrino, of New York, vice 
Judith E. Heumann. 
Alvis Kent Waldrep, Jr., of Texas, vice 
Donald E. Galvin. 


of New York, 


vice 


For a term expiring September 23, 1984: 
Marian North Koonce, of California, vice 
Odessa Komer, resigned. 


For a term expiring September 17, 1984: 

Justin W. Dart, Jr., of Texas, vice Edwin 
O. Opheim. 

John S. Erthein, of Califorina, vice Nelba 
R. Chavez. 

Roxanne S. Vierra, of Colorado, vice John 


P. Hourihan. 


For a term expiring September 17, 1985: 
Robert V. Bush, of New Mexico (reap- 
pointment). 
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Nominations—Continued 
Submitted August 17—Continued 


Joseph Dusenbury, of South Carolina 
(reappointment). 

Hunt Hamill, of Illinois (reappointment). 

Henry Viscardi, Jr., of New York (reap- 
pointment). 


Submitted August 20 


William Alexander Hewitt, 

of Illinois, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Jamaica. 


Theodore C. Maino, 

of California, to be Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Bot- 
swana. 


Fernando E. Rondon, 

of Virginia, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, now 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Democratic Republic of Madagascar, to 
serve concurrently and without additional 
compensation as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Federal and Islamic Repub- 
lic of the Comoros. 


The following-named persons to be mem- 
bers of the National Council on Educational 
Research for the terms indicated: 


For the remainder of the term expiring 
September 30, 1982: 
Paul Copperman, of California, 
Joseph J. Davies, Jr. 
James Harvey Harrison, Jr., of Virginia, 
vice Timothy S. Healy. 
Wallie Cooper Simpson, of New York, 
vice John S. Shipp, Jr. 


vice 


For a term expiring September 30, 1985: 

Paul Copperman, of California (reap- 
pointment). 

James Harvey Harrison, Jr., of Virginia 
(reappointment). 

Wallie Cooper Simpson, of New York 
(reappointment). 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released August 16 


Advance text: 
Address to the Nation on the Federal tax 
and budget reconciliation legislation 


Released August 17 


Fact sheet: 
Executive Order 12379, termination of 
boards, committees, and commissions 


Released August 18 


Transcript: 

Question-and-answer session with reporters 
on the tax and budget reconciliation legisla- 
tion—by former Secretary of the Treasury 
William E. Simon 


August 19 


Announcement: 

Submission to the President of the report of 
Emergency Board No. 194 to investigate a 
railroad labor dispute 


August 20 


Announcement: 

Submission to the President of the report of 
Emergency Board No. 195 to investigate a 
railroad labor dispute 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 16 


SJ. Res. 190 / Public Law 97-235 

A joint resolution to authorize and request 
the President to designate “National Family 
Week”. 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved August 17 


S.J. Res. 183 / Public Law 97-236 
A joint resolution to authorize and request 
the President to issue a proclamation desig- 
nating October 17 through October 23, 
1982, as “Lupus Awareness Week”. 


Approved August 20 


HJ. Res. 541 / Public Law 97-237 

A joint resolution concerning the successful 
completion of the test flight phase of the 
Space Shuttle program. 


S. 2154 / Public Law 97-238 

An act to direct the Secretary of Agriculture 
to release a reversionary interest held by the 
United States in certain lands located in 
Christian County, Kentucky, so that such 
lands may be used for cemetery purposes. 


H.J. Res. 516 / Public Law 97-239 

A joint resolution to provide for the designa- 
tion of April 17 to April 23, 1983, as “Nation- 
al Coin Week”. 


SJ. Res. 123 / Public Law 97-240 

A joint resolution authorizing and requesting 
the President to proclaim “National Disabled 
Veterans Week”. 





Editor’s Note 





The President was in Phoenix, Ariz., on 
August 20, the closing date of this issue. He 
stopped in Phoenix en route to Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif, to join Mrs. Reagan, whose 
stepfather, Dr. Loyal Davis, had died on 
August 19. The President and Mrs. Reagan 
attended a private memorial service for Dr. 
Davis and remained overnight in Phoenix. 
Releases and announcements issued during 
his stay in Phoenix, but not received by the 
Office of the Federal Register in time for 
inclusion in this issue, will be printed next 
week. 
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